C L E 

^Whit’s juft ice to a man, or laws. 

That never comes within their claws ? Hudibras , p. ii. 

He lot tens the harfh rigour of the laws, 

c ^ unts tneir keen edge, and grinds their harpy claws. Garth. 

D sometimes a hand, in contempt. 

i o Claw. v. a. [clapan, Saxon.] 

I* x o tear with nails or claws. 

Look, if the wither’d elder hath not his poll claw’d like 
a panot. Shakefpeare’ s Henry IV. p. ii. 

2. I o pull, as with the nails. 

Adding to the former thefe many changes that have hap- 
pened fince, I am afraid we {hall not fo eafily claw off that 
name. South’s Sermons . 

3- I o tear or fcratch in general. 

But we muft claw ourfelves with fhameful 
And heathen ftripes, by their example. Hudibras , p. ii. 

'I hey for their own opinions ftand faft, 

Only to have them claw’d and canvaft. Hudibras , p. ii. 

4. * To fcratch or tickle. 

I muft laugh when I am merry, and claiu no man in his 
humour. Shakefpeare s Much ado about Nothing. 

5. 1 o flatter : an obfolete fenfe. See Clawback. 

6. To Claw off, or away. Tofcold; to rail at. 

You thank the place where you found money ; but the jade 
, fortune is to be clawed away for’t, if you fhould lofe it. L’Ejlr. 

Cla'wback. 7 i. f. [from claw and back.'] A flatterer; a fyco- 
phant ; a wheedler. The pope’s clawbacks. Jewel* 

Cla'wed. adj. [from claw.] Furnifhed or armed with claws. 
Among quadrupeds, ot all the clawed , the lion is the 
ftrongeft. Grew’ s Cofmol. b. ii. c. 8. fell. 6. 

CL \Y. n.f. [clai, Wclfh ; kley, Dutch.] 

1. Unctuous and tenacious earth, fuch as will mould into a cer- 
tain form. 

Clays are earths firmly coherent, weighty and compa&, 
{lift, vifeid, and dudtile to a great degree, while moift; fmooth 
to the touch, not eafily breaking between the fingers, nor 
readily diffufible in water; and, when mixed, not readily fub- 
lkling from it. Hill on Fojfils . 

Deep Acheron, 

Whole troubled eddies, thick with ooze and clay. 

Are whirl’d aloft. Dryden’ s JEneid. 

Expofe the clay to the rain, to drain it from falts, that the 
bricks may be more durable. Woodward on Fcffils. 

The fun, which foftens wax, will harden clay. Watts . 

Clover is the beft way of improving clays , where manure 
is fcarce. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

2. In poetry, earth in general ; the terreftrial element. 

Why fhould our clay , 

Over our fpirits fo much fway. Donne. 

To. Clay. v. a. [from the noun.] To cover with clay; to 
manure with clay. 

Tnis manuring lafts fifty years : then the ground muft be 
clayed again. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

Clay- cold. adj. [clay and cold.'] Lifelefs ; cold as the unani- 
mated earth. 

I wafh’d his clay-cold corfe with holy drops, 

And faw him laid in hallow'd ground. Rowe’s fane Shore. 

Clay-pit. n.f [ clay and pit.] A pit where clay is dug. 

3 Twas found in a clay-pit. Woodward on Fojfils. 

Clayes. n.f. [cl aye, Fr. In fortification.] Wattles made with 
ftakes interwove with oliers, to cover lodgments. Chambers. 

Cla'yey. adj. [from clay.] Confifting of clay; abounding with 
clay. 

Some delight in a lax or fandy, fome a heavy or clayey foil. 

Dei ham’s Phyfco- Theology. 

Cla'yish. adj. [from clay.] Partaking of the nature of clay ; 
containing particles of clay. 

Small beer proves an unwholfom drink ; perhaps, by being 
brewed with a thick, muddifh, and clayijh water, which the 
brewers covet. Harvey on Confumptions. 

ClA'vmarl. n.f [ clay and marl.] A whitifh, fmooth, chalky 
clay. 

Claymarl refembles clay, and is near a-kin to it; but is 
more fat, and fometimes mixed with chalk-ftoncs. Mortimer. 

CLEAN, adj. [ glan, W elfli ; claene, Saxon.] 

1. Free from dirt or filth. 

Both his hands, moft filthy feculent, 

Above the water were on high extent, 

And fain’d to wafh themlelves incefiantly ; 

Yet nothing cleaner were for fuch intent. 

But rather fouler. Fairy fjhieen, b. ii. cant. 7. flan. 61. 
They make clean the outfide of the cup and ot the platter, 
but within they are full of extortion and excefs. Mat. xxiii. 25. 

2. Free from moral impurity; chafte; innocent; guiltlefs. 

3. Elegant ; neat; not unweildy ; not encumbered with any 
thing ufelefs or difproportioned. 

The timber and wood are in fome trees more clean , in fome 
more knotty. Bacon’s Natural Hiflory. 

Yet thy waift is ftrait and clean. 

As Cupid’s fhaft, or Hermes’ rod. Waller. 

4. Not foul with any loathfomc difeafe ; not leprous. 

If the plague be fomewhnt dark, and fpread not in the fkin, 
tl e prieft {hall pronounce him clean. Levit. xiii. 6. 
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As Aw tS ' 1 Perf6aiy; ^ This fenfe 

I heir actions have been chan contrary unto thofe bef, 
mentioned. -- oer< 



ore 


ti * Hooker , b. i fen 

Being feated, and domeftick broils ' 4 * 

Clem, overblown. Shakefpeare’ s Richard Iff 

A phi ofopher, preffed with the fame objection, (h rpe3 
anfwer clean contrary. HatLll JPr^eB 

To Clean, v. a. [from the adjective.] To free from dirt or 


hlth. 

^ beir tribes adjufted, clean’d their vig’rous wings 
And many a circle, many a {hoft eflay, 

^ Wheel’d round and round. Thomfon’s Autumn, l. 86 " 
GleanliFy. adv. [from cleanly.] In a cleanly manner 
Cleanliness, n.f [from cleanly.] 

1. freedom from dirt or filth. 

I ftiall fpeak nothing ot the extent of this city, the clear.li- 
nefs of its ftreets, nor the beauties of its piazza. Addij. Italy . 

2. Neatnefs of drefs; purity; the quality contrary to negligence 

and naftinefs. b 

The miftrefc thought it either not to deferve, or not to need 
any exquifite decking, having no adorning but cleanlinefs. Siam 
From whence the tender fkin aflumes 
A fweetnefs above all perfumes ; 
f rom whence a cleanlinefs remains. 

Incapable of outward ftains. Swift 

Such cleanlinefs from head to heel ; 

No humours grofs, or frowzy fteams. 

No noifome whiffs, or fweaty ftreams. Swift; 

Cle'anly. adj. [from clean.] 

1 . F rce from dirtinefs ; careful to avoid filth ; pure in the perfon. 

Ne»ct that fhall mountain ’fparagus be laid, 

Pull’d by fome plain but cleanly country maid. Dryden. 
An ant is a very cleanly infe£t, and throws out of her neft 
all the fmall remains of the corn on which fhe feeds. Addifon. 

2. That which makes cleanlinefs. 

In our fantaftick climes, the fair 
W ith cleanly powder dry their hair. Prior, 

3. Pure ; innocent ; immaculate. 

Perhaps human nature meets few more fweetly relifhing 
and cleanly joys, thap thofe that derive from fuccefsful trials. 

Glanv. Scepf Preface. 

4. Nice ; addrefsful ; artful. 

We can fe cure ourfelves a retreat by fome cleanly evafion. 

L Ef range' s Fables. 

Cle'anly. adv. [from clean.] 

I. Elegantly; neatly ; without naftinefs. 

A I do grow great, I’ll have fack, and live Beanly as a 
nobleman lhould. Shakefpeare s Henry IV. p. i. 

Cleanness, n.f [from clean.] 

1. Neatnefs; freedom from filth. 

2. Eafy exadlncfs ; juftnefs ; natural, unlaboured correctors. 

He {hewed no ftrength in {baking of his ftaff ; but the fine 
cleannefs of bearing it was delightful. Sidney , b. ii. 

He minded only the clearnefs of his fatyr, and the cleannefs 
of expreftion. Dryden’ s Juvenal's Dedication. 

3. Purity; innocence. 

The cleannefs and purity of one’s mind is never better 
proved than in difeovering its own faults at firft view. Pope. 
To Cleanse, v. a. [claenpan, Saxon.]' 

1. To free from filth or dirt, by wafhing or rubbing. 

Cleanfe the pale corps with a religious hand. 

From the polluting weed and common fand. Prior. 

2. To' purify from guilt. 

The bluenefs of a wound cleanfeth away evil. Prov. xx. 30. 

Not all her od’rous tears can cleanfe her crime, 

The plant alone deforms the happy clime. Dryden s O-vid. 

3. To free from noxious tumours by purgation. 

Can’ft thou not miniftcr to a mind difeas’d, 

And with fome fweet oblivious antidote, 

Cleanfe the fluff’d bofom of that perilous fluff 
Which weighs upon the heart. Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 
This oil, combined with its own fait and lugar, makes it 
faponaceous and cleanfmg, by which quality it often helps di- 
geftion, and excites appetite. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

4. To free from leprofy. 

Shew thyfelf to the prieft, and offer for thy cleanfmg thofe 
things which Mofes commanded. . Mark 1. 44 * 

5. To fcour ; to rid of all oftenfivc things. 

This river the Jews proffered the pope to cleanfe, fo they 
might have what they found. Addifon on Italy . 

A Clf/anser. n.f. [ckenyepe, Sax.] That which has the 
quality of evacuating any foul humours ; or digefting a fore , 
a detergent. 

If there happens an impofthume, honey, and even honey 
of rofes, taken inwardly, is a good cleanfer. Arbuth. on A.im - 
CLEAR, adj. flair., F r. klaer, Dut. clarus, Latin.] 

I. Bright; tranfpicuous ; pellucid; tranfparent; luminous; 
without opacity or cloudinefs ; not nebulous; not opav-ous; 
not dark. 

The ff ream is fo tranfparent, pure and clear , 

That had the fclf-enamour’d youth gaz’d here, 

3 


C L E 


Den ) j 


bam. 


He blit the bottom, not his face had feen. 

A tun about was ev’ry pillar there; 

A polilh’d mirrour {hone not half fo clear. Dryden’ s Favles. 
2 Free from clouds; f.rene ; as a clear day. 

3. Without mixture; pure; unmingled. 

4. Perfpicuous; notobfeure; not hard to be underflood; not 
ambiguous. 

We pretend to give a clear account how thunder and 
lightning is produced. Tempte. 

Many men reafon exceeding clear and rightly, who know 
not how to make a fyllogilin. Locke. 

5. Indifputable ; evident; undeniable. 

Remain’d to our almighty foe 
Clear victory ; to our part lots, and rout 
Through all the empyrean. Milton s Paradlfe LofJ, b. ii. 

6. Apparent; manifeft ; not hid ; not dark. 

Unto God, who underftandeth all their fccrct cogitations, 
they arc clear and manifeft. Hooker, b.YnfeTl. 1. 

The pleafure of right reafoning is ftill the greater, by how 
much the confequcnces arc more clear, and the chains of them 
more long. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

7. Unfported ; guiltlefs ; irreproachable. 

Duncan has been fo dear in his great office. Shakefpeare. 
Think that the clcarejl gods, who make them honours 
Of mens impoffibiiities, have preferv’d thee. Shah. K.Lear. 
Tho’ the peripatetick philofophy has been moft eminent in 
this way, yet other fedls have not been wholly clear of it. Locke. 
Statefman, yet friend to truth, in foul lincere. 

In a< 51 ion faithful, and in honour clear. Pope. 

8. Unprep offeffed ; not preoccupied ; impartial. 

Leucippe, of whom one look, in a char judgment, would 
have been more acceptable than all her kindnefs, fo prodigally 
beftowed. Sidney, b. ii. 

9. Free from diftrefs, profccution, or imputed guilt. 

The cruel corp'ral vvhifper’d in my ear, 

Five pounds, if rightly tipt, would fet me clear. Gay. 

ic. Free from deductions or incumbrances. 

Hope, if the fuccefs happens to fail, is clear gains, as long as 
ft lafts. Collier againjl Deft air. 

Whatever a foreigner, who purchafes land here, gives for 
it, is fo much every farthing clear gain to the nation ; for that 
money comes clear in, without carrying out any thing for 

Locke . 

I often wifh’d that I had clear, 
for life, fix hundred pounds a year. Swift. 

it. Unincumbered; without let or hindrance; vacant; unob- 
ftrudled. 

If he be fo far beyond his health, 

Methinks he lhould the fooner pay his debts, 

And make a clear way to the gods. Shakefpeare’ s Timon. 

. A P oft b °y winding his horn at us, my companion gave 
him two or three curfes, and left the way clear for him. Addij'. 

A clear ft age is left for Jupiter to difplay his omnipotence* 
and turn the fate of armies alone. Pope's Effay on Homer 

12. Out of debt. 

13. Unintangled ; at a fafe diftance from any danger or enemy. 
Finding ourfelves too flow of fail* we put on a compelled 

valour, and in the grapple I boarded them : on the inftantthey 
got clear of our {hip. Shakefpeare’ s Hamlet. 

7 Jt requires care for a man with a double defwu to keep 
c.ear of clafhing with his own reafonings. L’E/lrarme 

14. Canorous; founding diftin&ly, plainly ; articulately. 6 * 

. * m C cb approved of my friend’s infilling upon the qualifica- 

tions of a good afped and a clear voice. ~ Addifon’ s Spectator 

15. V ith from ; free; guiltlefs. * 

lam clear from the blood of this woman. Sufan 46 

None is fo fit to correa their faults, as he who is clear 'from 

any in his own writings. Dryden’ s Juv . Dedication 

16. Sometimes with of. J 

The air is clearer of grofs and damp exhalations. Temple 

7 Y; C 'r° f P f rf Tj 1 Dlftm S u,(hin S i judicious; intelligible : 
this is fcarcely ufed but in converfation. ° 

Clear, adv. Clean; quite; completely. A low word 

petdcllYT t0herear ’ ^ 

C Xu‘fe!' / A te ™ Ufai by bulUerS f0r thc in ^e workfof 

To Clear, v. a. [from the adjeaive.] DuL 

1. To make bright, by removing opacous bodies; to brighten 
L'ke Boreas in his race, when rufliing forth, & 

e fweeps the (kies, and chars the cloudy North. Dryden 
A favoury diffi, a homely treat, 

here all is plain, where all is neat, ? 

Jr lear U P tb e cloudy foreheads of the great D.. 1 \ 

% W:V ! 0 m °Pfy> P-P!exity, ofamtiguinA 0 ^- i 
‘uat Up the feveral parts of this theory J ,, *ir 

a\ a lae a great many other fpeculations. ' ' Burnet's 
^ hen, in the knot of the play, no other wavl 1 J l' 

r;~ Bis 

b < 9 ^‘ S“lf. Chum. 
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Mdny knotty points there ate, - ; 

Which all difeu/s, but few can clear. _ t 

3. To purge from the imputation of guilt; to juftify; to vinui- 
cate ; to defend : often with from before the thing. 

Somerfet was much chared by the death of thofe who were 
executed, to make him appear faulty. Sir John Hayward. 

To clear the Deity from the imputation of tyranny, injul- 
tice, and diffimulation, which none do throw upon God with 
more prefumption than thofe who are the patrons of abfolute 
neceffity, is both comely and chriitian. Brando, againjl Hobbs. 

'Fo char herfelf, 

For fending him no aid, {he came from Egypt. . D'ydtn. 

I will appeal to the reader, and am lure he will cl ecu jne. 
from partiality. Dryden’ s Fables, I rcfat.e. 

How ! wouldft thou char rebellion ? Aitaif. Cato * 

Before you pray, char your foul from ail thofe hns, which 
you know to be cflfplealing to God* l Fake’s P ref at. for Death » 

4. To cleanfe, with of. 

My hands are of your colour; but I {hame 

To wear a heart fo white : 

A little water clears us of this deed. Shakefp. Macbeth . 

5. To difeharge; to remove any incumbrance, ot embarra.u- 
ment. 

A man digging in the ground did meet with a door, having 
a wall on each hand of it; from which having cleared the 
earth, he forced open the door. Wilkins’s Math. Magick. 

This one mighty fum has char’d the debt. Dryaen. 

A ftatue lies hid in a block of marble ; and the art of th 
ftatuary only clears away the fuperfluous mattet, and removes 
the rubbifli. Addifon’ s Spectator, N°. 215. 

Multitudes will furnifli a double proportion towards the 
charing of that expence. A ddi Jon s Freeholder, N°. 2©. 

6. To free from any thing offenfive or noxious. 

To clear the palace from the foe, fuccced 

The weary living, and revenge the dead. Dryden’ s /Eneisx 

It fhould be the fkiil and art of the teacher to c 'ear their 
heads of all other thoughts, whilft they are learning of any 
thing. Locke on Education. 

Auguftus, to eftablifli the dominion of the feas, rigged out 
a powerful navy to clear it of the pirates of Malta. Arbuthnot „ 

7. To clarify ; as to clear liquors. 

8. 'Fo gain without deduction. 

Fie chars but two hundred thoufand crowns a year, after 
having defrayed all the charges of working the fait. Addifon. 

9. To confer judgment or knowledge. 

Our common prints would char up their underftandings, 
and animate their minds with virtue. Addifon’s Spectator. 

10. To Ceear a Jhip, at the cuftom-houfe, is to obtain the 
liberty of failing, or of felling a cargo, by fatisfying the 
cuftoms. 

To Clear, v. n. 

1. To grow bright; to recover tranfparency. 

So foul a fixy chars not without a ftofm. Shakef K. John. 

2. Sometimes with up. J 

The mift, that hung about my mind, clears up. Ad. Cato . 

Take heart, nor of the laws of fate complain ; 

Tho’ now’ds cloudy, ’twill clear up again. * * Norris. 

Advife him to flay ’till the weather chars up, for you are 
afra.d there will be rain. Swift’ ; DireMom to the Groom. 

3. I o be difenguged from incumbrances, diftrefs, or entano-le- 

ments» 0 

Fie that clears at once, will relnpfc : for, finding himfelf out 
of itraits, he will revert to his cuftoms: but heAhat chareth 
by degrees, induceth a habit of frugality, and saineth as well 
upon his mind as upon his eftate. BacorYs EfTays 20 

LE arance. ii. f [from clear.] A certificate that a {hip has 
been cleared at the cuftomhoufe. * 

Cle'arer. n.f [f r °,n dear.} Brighter; purifier; enlightener. 

Go,d is a wonderful clearer of the underftantiW fit diffi. 

l° U rr and YC in atl Addifon’s Special. 

Gl f.arly. adv. [from char.] J 1 

I. Brightly; luminoufly. 

i l h °% f y ft J eries of 2 race ^ falvation, which were but 
darkly dtfclofed unto them, have unto us more clearly fhined. 

*• P ' ai . n, >’„ ! . evidentlv i without obfeurity ^ttblguityi 
truth t^he'Lrid ^ Pr ° VCd thiS n ° ble and 

"•p^oAjnr^ aCUtelyi w;tl '~^rra 1 TmentAAC 

I here is aimoft no man but fees cl car Her and fharner tht» 
\ices in a tpeaker than the virtues. Ben John Con’s T * 

4. Without entanglement, or diftraHion of a&s. Dl f c ™' 

Ic that doth not divide, will never emer into h r 
fllDf t ^ 1at divideth too much, wil, ncv^come out of 

5 . Without by-ends; without finiffer views fhoffP 3 '’’ 26 ‘ 

When you are examining thefe matters I ^ , . 

nfideration anv fenfual • . 5 . not tab:e ,n tO 


confiderati 
and impartn 


n any fenfual or worldly in ereft 1 V T ' nt 
ally with yourfelves. J S but 


6. Without- deduction or coft. 


Til.'otjon. 
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